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Agricultural Energy Grant Program (Ag-Energy)

The Massachusetts Department of Agricultural Resesi(MDAR) Agricultural Energy Grant
Program (Ag Energy) is a competitive grant progthat funds agricultural energy projects in an
effort to improve energy efficiency and to faciléahe adoption of alternative clean energy
technologies by Massachusetts farms in order #ratd can become more sustainable and the
Commonwealth can maximize the environmental and@&wic benefits from these technologies.

Ag-Energy will fund projects up to $25,000 that fato either the renewable energy category or
the energy efficiency category. All farm relatewryy efficiency and renewable energy projects
that meet the program requirements will be consiealthough priority will be given to
proposals that focus on the technologies listeatierapplication. Examples of priority projects
for renewable energy have included; geothermaligaoitaics, wind, and solar thermal.

Examples of priority projects for energy efficienttgve included precoolers, variable speed
vacuum pumps, thermal blankets, reverse osmosidhigh efficiency refrigeration.

Eligibility and Applying

The farming operation must have received an enaugit/energy assessment, or demonstrate the
initiation of such. The operation must be a legedigognized entity within the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts, and must have the ability to ertsgadly binding agreement with the
Commonwealth. The operation must be an agriculparation as defined by M.G.L. ¢.128,

Sec. 1A.

The application period is now closed. ApplicatidmsDepartment programs will become
available spring 201@&ontact: Gerry Palano, Gerald.Palano@state.ma.us, 617-626-1706




USDA 2015 Rural Energy for America Program
(REAP)

Energy Efficiency Improvement Grants

Total Project Costs $200,000 or mo¥:
Total Project Costs between $80,001 and $1991#)9
Total Project Costs $80,000 or le¥:

Renewable Energy Grant

Total Project Costs $200,000 or md®:
Total Project Costs between $80,001 and $199#:)9
Total Project Costs $80,000 or e




Agricultural Business Training Program (ABTP)

Today's agricultural business climate favors fatinas:
1. Identify and reach diverse markets to distribiigle and net better returns.

2. Consider loans and/or make personal investnaénisie and money based on realistic
financial planning and record keeping.

3. Provide a living wage and rewarding work for figrmembers and employees that keeps them
involved in the business and improves stability &histand and work as partners within the
regulatory requirements of Commonwealth and theiampalities in which the farms are located.

4. Understand and work proactively within the regoity requirements of Commonwealth and
the municipalities in which the farms are located.

5. Pay attention to trends in the larger “food egstthat are increasingly affected by climate,
global commerce and regional economies.

MDAR's Agricultural Business Training Program resgs to these and other planning needs by
raising awareness and providing a forum for feeklaacl support. More than 500 agricultural
enterprises have completed MDAR courses for diffes¢ages of farm development.

Course Description: For pre-venture and just beginning farmers sijihg to decide on
their basic early ideas — a five session course:
Exploring The Small Farm Dream (course descriptiZ-n)
Exploring The Small Farm Dream (applicatic,@_)

Course Description: For existing agricultural enterprises with at tdas years of
income generating operation and farm record keepivag are seeking an in-depth tune-up and
are preparing to make new investment and/or prepamxpanded operation — a 10 session
course:

Tilling the Soil of Opportunity (course descript)or-
Tilling the Soil of Opportunity (applicatiori:

Contact: Melissa Adams, MDAR, melissa.adamsaip@gmail.com, 413-268-8269




Agricultural Business Planning Courses

MDAR offers two courses for participants who areHihking about farming or 2)

already operating an agricultural enterprise unolaegygrowth or change. Our courses
are not offered online - participants find mostdf@ras part of a guided peer group
sharing ideas over several weeks. Attendance isreztjat all sessions. Fees are kept low
through MDAR financial support, and a farming partmay attend at no additional cost.
Course dates and locations for Fall/Winter 2015-2016 TBD based on enough interest

Exploring The Small Farm Dream - For those who are thinking about getting
into farming or are expanding a hobby to an inceeerating scale. This course offers
guidance and feedback to help make informed dewsabout whether or not to take the
plunge - and how to proceed in the first stagesge Bessions over 6 weeks on weekday
evenings. Cost per enterprise - $100

Tilling the Soil of Opportunity - For those already operating a commercial, income
generating agricultural enterprise and in need of a comprehensive business plan. This in-
depth course offers a chance to assess, regroup, plan ahead, finance expansion, or
clarify transfer/succession. The course draws on peer experience, instructor knowledge
and guest speakers. Meets USDA/FSA certifification for “Borrower Training”. Graduates
may qualify for individual post-course technical assistance. Ten sessions over 11 weeks.
Cost per enterprise - $200.

Registration is rolling (no payment is due untit@iment is complete). +or more
information or to submit an application, contact Melissa Adams at
melissaadamsAl P@gmail.com or 413-268-8269




Agricultural Environmental Enhancement Program
(AEEP)

AEEP supports agricultural operations that areilogko install conservation practices that
prevent direct impacts on water quality, ensurigiefiit use of water, as well as address impacts
on air quality. Farmers selected to participatthaprogram are reimbursed up to $25,000 for the
cost of materials and labor necessary for thellatiten of the approved practice.

AEEP will fund conservation practices that proteater quality, ensure water conservation, and
address air quality issues. All projects wheregtimary focus is renewable energy or energy
conservation would need to apply to the MassactasgtEnergy Grant Progransome

examples of eligible projects for funding includamare waste storage, irrigation efficiency,
water control structures, pesticide storage, andifig to keep livestock out of a water resource.

Eligibility and Applying

Property must consist of land under the same owipeend be actively devoted to agricultural or
horticultural use. Aquaculture operations must pess& current valid shellfish license. There is
no minimum acreage requirement; however, projéetsaddress significant resource concerns
are more likely to receive funding.

Where applicable, applicants must have proof ofitlem and updated NRCS Conservation Plan
(flower growers and aquaculture operations areugbed from this requirement). Developing a
plan will qualify you to apply to AEEP, as well BSDA financial assistance programs to install

the recommended practices. Please contactlgoalt NRCS officeto start the conservation plan.
There is no charge for conservation planning.



The application period for AEEP is now closed. Kggiions for Department programs will
become available early spring 2016.

Contact: Laura Maul, laur a.maul @state.ma.us, 617-626-1739

Agricultural Food Safety Improvement Program
(AFSIP)

The Agricultural Food Safety Improvement Progrank $4P) supports agricultural operations
that are looking to upgrade their food safety messand thereby maintain or increase their
competitive market access while reducing food gaieks. Participants selected to participate in
the program will be reimbursed up to $20,000 or #B%beir total project costs.

AFSIP will fund practices that help minimize thskriof microbial contamination and food-borne
illnesses. In addition, eligible upgrades williiease competitive market access by meeting buyer
demands for demonstrated practices that work tasvarotecting public health and food safety.

Projects will be broken into a produce category améquaculture category. Some examples of
projects in the produce category include wildléading, packing shed walls, ceilings and light
fixtures, field harvest systems, hand washing sirdstrooms, drainage systems, and water
systems. Some examples of projects in the aquaeudategory include ice machines, harvest
gear, and testing/monitoring equipment.

Eligibility and Applying
To be eligible for funding the applicant must bgood standing with the Department and other

local and state regulatory agencies. Additionalsaderation will be offered to applicants who
are participants in theommonwealth Quality Program (CQRYye currently audited under a

Good Agricultural Practices (GARErtifier, or are covered under the Commonwealkfitsio

Management Plan for aquaculture. There is no miniraize requirement; however, projects that
address significant food safety concerns are mkedylto receive funding.



The application period is now closed. ApplicatidmsDepartment programs will become
available late spring 201€ontact: L aura Maul, |aura.maul @state.ma.us, 617-626-1739

APR Improvement Program (AIP)

The purpose of the APR Improvement Program (AIR) iselp sustain active commercial

farming on land that has already been protectealigir the Department’s Agricultural
Preservation Restriction (APR) Program. AIP prositechnical assistance and business analysis
to help improve the productivity and profitability participating farms with the goal of

enhancing the significance of APR farm operatiams their contribution to the state’s

agricultural industry.

Eligible farms selected to the program must pgéte in a technical assistance and business
analysis process to develop an APR Improvement FRamticipants that agree to implement
farm improvement strategies identified in the Rizat meet Program objectives may be eligible
to receive a grant, subject to the availabilitywfding. Grant funds will be made on a

reimbursement basis and must be spent by Juné36,¢h farm infrastructure, as defined in the

current Request for Response for the Program. sQostirred prior to executing a contract with
the Department cannot be reimbursed and will natityuas Program expenditures.

AlP Applications

The Department of Agricultural Resources expectntaunce an open application period for the
APR Improvement Program by early April 2016 andl@ggions will be due by late June 2016.
RFRs (Request for Responses) and the policy infioméhey contain do change from year to
year. If you would like to see a copy of the laBR Improvement Program application - click

on RFR AIP 16-7% This application is posted for informational posps only and will not be
accepted if submitted.

If you would prefer to have a hard copy of the agtion mailed to you, contact the APR
Improvement Program d.3-268-8269 or M elissa.AdamsAlP@gmail.com




Results since 2009 First 5 Rounds of Al P:

53 farms have received grant awards totaling $30&fb(average $66,509 per farm)

7,087 total acres of APR land owned or leased Iojcijzating farmers

$330,150 in technical assistance provided to Sadgaverage of $6,003 per farm).

While not required, all participants to date haweested additional capital, an estimated
$2.95 million total (approximately $67,000 avergge farm).

Participating farms from across the state inclugieydarms, livestock operations,
vegetable farms, orchards, cranberry farms, & angreoducer.

Farm Energy Discount Program

The Farm Energy Discount Program provides discoomtslectricity and natural gas bills of 10%
to eligible entities engaged in production agrigrdt Subject to certification by the
Massachusetts Department of Agricultural Resouf®dBAR" or "Department") persons or
corporations determined to be principally and satistlly engaged in the business of production
agriculture or farming for an ultimate commercialpose will, upon written application, be
eligible for a ten percent discount on rates.

Persons or corporations with 75 or more full timgpéyees in January of the application year
will not be eligible for nor qualify for the Farmigzount. Full time employees shall not include
any seasonal or part-time workers.

Please note that the discount will not be availaibd an application is filed and MDAR certifies
eligibility to your energy supplier. Each applicatiwill be considered on the basis of the
information contained therein. Therefore, it iughost importance that you provide the
Department with as much detail as possible.

Upon determination that the applicant qualifiestfar Farm Discount, MDAR will certify to the
appropriate power supplier (either electricity atural gas) that the applicant meets the
requirements for the Farm Discount. The discounbisavailable for propane or fuel oil
accountsContact: Linda Demirjian, 617-626-1733.




Farm Viability Enhancement Program (FVEP)

The Farm Viability Program seeks to improve thenecoic viability and environmental integrity
of participating farms through the development mnplementation of farm viability plans. The
Program offers farmers environmental, technicallauginess planning assistance to expand,
upgrade and modernize their existing operationpitélgfor the implementation of the
improvements recommended in the viability planvailable in exchange for an agricultural
covenant on the farm property for a fixed termieé for ten years.

Farm Viability Program Applications:

The Department of Agricultural Resources expecttmounce an open application period for the
Farm Viability Enhancement Program by early ApfilLB and applications will be due by late
June 2016. RFRs (Request for Responses) and libg imbormation they contain do change

from year to year. If you would like to see a cagbyhe last Farm Viability Program application
click on: Farm Viability Enhancement Program Request for Bese 16-2391. This application

is posted for informational purposes only and wit be accepted if submitted.
Farm Viability Enhancement Program Results as of June 30, 2015

During Fiscal Year 2015, the Farm Viability Enhancement Program providsthhical
assistance t8 farms with9 completing business plans. Of the8éarms received funding and
were placed under Agricultural Covenants protectidgl acres. The Program impacted an
additionall,833 acres of leased land and protected land undecipamit management. FY2015
spending wa$650,000 in direct grants to farms and ov&30,000 was spent on technical
assistance costs to consultants and business plansw

Since the Farm Viability Program was initiated 896,471 farms have been selected to
participate in the program. A total 484 farms have now been protected by Covenants and
received grant awards.

The404 farms that have participated in the Farm Viabittyhancement Program result in:



39,805 acres placed in protective covenaB&850 acres were impacted (additional
acreage leased or used by participant farms.)

A total of 78,655 acres of Massachusetts farmland have been imphygtde Farm
Viability Program.

Total of grants paid to participant fari$s7,671,472. Total spending on grants per acre
placed in protective covenai$d44 per acre.

73% of farmers in the Program invest additionalteapeyond the grant amount to
implement business improvement strategies. Theageeadditional investment is about $36,000
per farm.

For FY 20159 of the 9 participants invest&d82,962 in additional capital or an average
of $86,995 per farm.

Improvement projects for the year included: 1 neulpy processing structure and value
added kitchen, a new dairy processing facilityea farm stand with farm kitchen, a robotic
milking system, a new poultry housing structuréran store and farm kitchen renovation
project, 1 delivery truck, 1 new sugarhouse, afafi?s purchased new or updated field and
haying equipment.

« Contact: CraigRichov, craig.richov@state.ma.us, 617-626-1725.




Matching Enterprise Grants for Agriculture Program
(MEGA)

Il =

=4

The Matching Enterprise Grants for Agriculture Reog (MEGA)

seeks to help Massachusetts’ farmers who haveibdmrsiness for at least one, but no more than
five years, acquire equipment and other non-lasdtasor make infrastructure improvements,
that can help insure the financial viability of ithiarm businesses. Matching funds of up to
$10,000 are available to implement improvementesgias after individual business review and
analysis provided by the Department. Business arsa@ssistance is an additional program
benefit and the value of that service is in additio the grant award.

It is the objective of the MEGA Program to assistiiers who aspire to develop their farms into
commercially viable operations. Priority will bevgn to new farms that can use program
investment to increase farm production, marketamgl income. It is not the objective of the
MEGA Program to support “hobby” or rural lifestydaterprises where only minor consideration
is given to the success of the business of aguiauilt

Funding provided from this Program will be madeilade on a one to one matching, cost
reimbursement grant basis. The maximum award bbea#10,000. Selected participants will sign
a contract with the Department for the agreed ypoject. Expenditures made prior to the
contract start date will not be eligible for reinnbement. All expenditures must be made by June
30, the end of the state fiscal year.

Matching Enterprise Grants for Agriculture Applications Available:

The Department of Agricultural Resources expectmntwounce an open application period for
MEGA by early April 2016 and applications will beelby late June 2016. RFRs (Request for
Responses) and the policy information they cordaichange from year to year.

Contact: mega.coor dinator @gmail.com




Federal EQIP PROGRAM (Environmental Quality
Incentives Program) — through USDA NRCS (Natural
Resources Conservation Service)

NRCS Contact | nfor mation:

Greenfield Field OfficeServing Franklin County, 55 Federal Street, Greenfield, MA 01301
413-772-0384 ext. 3

Hadley Field Office Serving Hampden and Hampshire Counties, 195 Russell Street, Hadley,
MA 01035, 413-585-1000 ext. 3

Holden Field Office Serving Worcester County, 52 Boyden Road, Holden, MA 01520
508-829-4477 ext. 3

The Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQ#3 voluntary program that provides
financial and technical assistance to agricultpratiucers through contracts up to a maximum
term of ten years in length. These contracts pefiithncial assistance to help plan and
implement conservation practices that address alatesource concerns and for opportunities to
improve soil, water, plant, animal, air and relatesburces on agricultural land and non-
industrial private forestland. In addition, a pusp®f EQIP is to help producers meet Federal,
State, Tribal and local environmental regulations.

Who Can Apply

Owners of land in agricultural or forest productmmpersons who are engaged in livestock,
agricultural or forest production on eligible laadd that have a natural resource concern on the
land may participate in EQIP.

How EQIP Works

Payments

Farm Bill legislation provides NRCS with authorttyprovide financial assistance payments
through EQIP to eligible producers, to help implair&pproved conservation practices on
eligible land. Farm Bill legislation also combingke Wildlife Habitat Incentives Program
(WHIP) into EQIP and incorporated priorities towagsthat EQIP will support wildlife related
projects.



Additional financial assistance may be availablbetp producers develop conservation plans
required to support EQIP projects.

Historically Underserved Producers

Historically underserved producers (limited reseuiarmers/ranchers, beginning
farmers/ranchers, socially disadvantaged produdeitses and Veterans) may be eligible for
increased practice payment rate to support impléatien of conservation practices and
conservation plans.

Historically underserved producers are also bébdidor advance payments up to 50 percent of
the cost needed to purchase materials or contgastirvices to begin installation of approved
conservation practices. Historically underservamtipcers can find definitions for each category
and additional informatiohere.

Payment and Benefit Limitations

Payments received by producers through EQIP afjedub limitations established by legislative
authority, as follows:

Program participants may not receive, directlynglirectly, payments that, in the aggregate,
exceed $450,000 for all EQIP contracts entereddotong the period 2014 to 2018. Unlike the
previous Farm Bill, this maximum payment limitatioray not be waived. Additional payment
limitations apply to producers enrolled in the EQIRjanic Initiative.

In additional to payment limitations, Farm Bill is@tion also established that conservation
program benefits to are limited to individuals atites with an Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) of
$900,000 per year or less. The limit is based erBttax years immediately preceding the year of
the original contract obligation.

Conservation Plans

Program applications are required to be suppoyeshtNRCS approved conservation plan
which provides documentation of the practices toaid be used to address natural resource
concerns. NRCS will develop and provide prograpliapnts with an approved a conservation
plan. Producers may also apply for financial #aste to hire Technical Service Providers (TSP)



to develop specialty plans call€bnservation Activity Plan€CAP) to address certain land use
activities or specific resource needs on your land.

NRCS works with the producer to develop a planpg#rations that:

1. Identifies the appropriate conservation practicadtivities needed to address identified
natural resource concerns on agricultural lands

2. Helps approved participants implement conservgiraatices and activities according to
an approved EQIP plan of operations. Developamnjunction with the producer that
identifies the appropriate conservation practicadaivities needed to address identified
natural resource concerns. Conservation practicgalied through EQIP are subject to
NRCS technical standards adapted for local conditio

Producers may also use NRCS certified Technicali@eProviders (TSP) for technical
assistance needed for certain eligible activisesyices and the development of Conservation
Activity Plans. For more information about TSPwegs, contact your local NRCS office osit
the TSP website

How To Apply

Information about how to apply for assistance tigtoEQIPis available online.

Applications for EQIP are accepted on a continumgis, however, NRCS establishes
application "cut-off" or submission deadline ddimsevaluation and ranking of eligible
applications. To obtain an EQIP application, wisitontact your local NRCS field office.

Depending upon annual appropriations, NRCS witladte specific amounts of EQIP funding to
meet legislative requirements, address certailomaltpriorities, and also make funds available

for NRCS State Conservationists to help addresaires priorities identified by State Technical
Committees.

National EQIP Initiatives

The table below identifies the national initiativsgported by EQIP that may be available to
producers engaged in specific kinds of agricultadivities, located in specific geographic
locations, or opportunities associated with ageapproved initiatives. In addition to the
following EQIP initiatives, interested producer®shd also check with their local or State NRCS
offices as described in the “how to apply for assise” link above.



Program

Program Description

Name
Provides financial and technical assistance taaljural producers
through contracts up to a maximum term of ten yealsngth. Thes
contracts provide financial assistance to help plaohimplement
EQIP conservation practices that address natural resmanecerns and fo

11%

opportunities to improve soil, water, plant, anipzat and related
resources on agricultural land and non-industriaigpe forestland.

National EQIP Initiatives

Provides financial assistance to implement appraeedervation
practices to address significant air quality resewroncerns for
designated high priority geographic locations tiglwaut the nation.

Air Quality

Initiative Priority States are designated each fiscal yeagdapon Agency
priorities to address air quality issues such asqodate matter and
ozone pollutants. Legislation requires that $28iomlof EQIP be
targeted to this initiative each fiscal year.

Enables the producer to identify ways to consengrgy on the farm
on-Farm through development of Agricultural Energy Managanhfdans
(AgEMP) also known as an on-farm energy audit; angroviding

Energy i . . . .

Initiative financial and technical assistance to help the ywedimplement
various conservation practices recommended in thegarm energy
audits.

Provides financial assistance to help implemensepration
practices for organic producers and those traméitgpto organic to

Organic address natural resource concerns

Initiative

It also helps growers meet requirements relatétatmnal Organic
Program (NOP) requirements and certain program paym




limitations.

The purpose of the “Seasonal High Tunnel SystenCfops”
conservation practice (code 798) is to assist preduto extend the
Seasonal High growing season for high-value crops in an enviramaiey safe
Tunnel Systemimanner. The practice has the potential to assistugers to addres$
For Crops resource concerns by improving plant quality, inwamg soil quality,

and reducing nutrient and pesticide transport.

National Landscape Initiatives

These initiatives enable NRCS to more effectivelgirass priority
natural resource concerns by delivering systensaudtices,
primarily to the most vulnerable lands within geagginic focus areas.

Landscape
Initiatives

Other EQIP Programs

Program

Program Description Who Can Appl
Name 0og p pply

Using EQIP financial assistance, CIG
awards competitive grants to stimulate théNon-Federal
Conservation |development and adoption of innovative | governmental or
Innovation conservation approaches and technologigsongovernmental
Grants(CIG) |while leveraging Federal investment in |organizations, Tribes, ¢
environmental enhancement and protectiongividuals.
in conjunction with agricultural production.




Helps producers in this river basin reduc

Colorado River|salinity preventing salts from dissolving and

Basin Salinity
Project

mixing with the river's flow. Different
States apply varying criteria. Contact yo
local NRCS field office to find out more.
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